A debt of Peter de Brewes knight of Suffolk 

The following is a transcription and translation of an image denoted by reference C 
241/131/65 obtained from The National Archives 

Reuerendissimo in christo pateris Johanni archiepiscopo Ebor ac illustris domini 
Regis Anglie et ffrancie suis humiles Adam Fraunceys, Maior civitatis London et 
Andrew Aubrey clericus ad recogniciones debitorum accipiendorum apud London 
deputatus reverentia et honores debitis tanto patri vobis significanius quod Petri de 
Brewes miles de comitias Suffolk undecimis die Augusti anno regni regis Ed nunc 
vicesimo quarto venit coram Walter Turke tunc maiore civitatis London et Thoma de 
Colie, clericus ad huiusmodi recognicoines accipiend in eadem civitatis deputatus et 
recognovit se teneri Willimo de Hampstede civi London in ducentis et quarto vignniti 
libris sterlingorum pro formam statuti pro mercatoribus editi quas ei solvisse debuit in 
quindene sancti michaelis archangeli tunc proximus futuri et eas ei non dum solvit ut 
dicitum Et quia predictus Petrus terminum suum solvit non observancis vobis 
humiliter supplicando quatinus vice Suffolk in forma debita scribere velitis quod 
predictus Petrum ad solucionem died debiti eidem Willelmo faciend juxta formam 
dicti statuti compellere valeat paternitas vestra ad ecclesie sancta regnum per tempora 
feliciter duraturus Datum London ultimo die sex tenibr anno regni predicti domini 
Regis Anglia vicesimo septimo 

TRANSLATION 

The most venerable father in Christ, John Archbishop of York and the illustrious lord 
king of England and France, his humble servants Adam Fraunceys, Mayor of the city 
of London and Andrew Aubrey clerk appointed with reverence and honour owed to 
our great father to take recognizance of debts owed in London signify that Peter de 
Brewoes, knight of the county of Suffolk, 11 th day of August in the twenty fourth 
year[i] of the reign of the present king Edward, came in person before Walter Turk 
then mayor and citizen of London and Thomas de Colle, clerk to take recognizance of 
same kind in the same appointed city and recognised that he owes William Hampstede 
citizen of London two hundred and eighty pounds sterling in accordance with the 
published form of the Statute of Merchants which he shall pay off by the fifteenth day 
after the festival of Saint Michael the Archangel then next to come and he did not pay 
him as said. And because the aforesaid Peter did not heed payment by the term, we 
humbly request that the Sheriff of Suffolk may wish to write in the due form that with 
regard to the payment of aforesaid debt the aforesaid Peter make the same to William 
in accordance with the form of the said statute. May your fatherhood of the holy 
church and kingdom flourish and endure for a glorious time. Dated London last day 
of the sixth month in the twenty seventh year [iii] of the reign of the aforesaid king of 
England 

[i] 11 th August 1350 

[ii] 13 th October 1350 

[iii] 30 th June 1353 



COMMENTS. 


The Abstract of this document [see 1 below], which is available on the The National 
Archives Catalog, implies that Peter is a member of that branch of the de Brewes 
family who held a half a fee in Fressingfield. However, it is important to recognise 
that nowhere in the original document does it say that Peter de Brewose was a 
member of this family. It only states that Peter de Brewoes was a knight from 
Suffolk. 

This document states that Peter de Brewoes was from “Sufft”. The last symbol should 
be read as an abbreviation of the remaining characters and not read as an x, and so 
confusing it with Sussex. A similar script is seen on the AALT website image at 
CP40/360/ front 9271_IMG [2], where when read in context clearly reads Suffolk. 

We can identify who is Peter de Brewoes from the transaction itself. A Peter de 
Brewes purchased the manor of Chesham Bois in Buckinghamshire from William de 
Hampstead who had acquired it in 1350 from Sir John de Moleyns [See VCH Bucks], 
Presumably, this debt owed by Peter de Brewoes to William de Hampstead was for 
the part or full payment due to the purchase of Chesham Bois Manor. 

It is well known that this Peter de Brewes of Chesham Bois, subsequently purchased 
the manor of Wiston of Sussex. 

Summarising, we can conclude that Sir Peter de Brewes of Wiston had during 1350- 
1353 resided and owned property in Suffolk. 
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Record Summary 

Scope and content 

Debtor: Peter de Brewose, knight, of Suffolk [family held half a fee in Fressingfield, 
Hoxne Hundred]. 

Creditor: William de Hampstead, citizen [pepperer and merchant] of London. 

Amount: £280. 

Before whom: Walter Turk, Mayor of London; Thomas de Colle, Clerk. 

When taken: 11/08/1350 
First term: 13/10/1350 
Last term: 13/10/1350 
Writ to: Sheriff of Suffolk 

Sent by: Adam Fraunceys, Mayor of London; Andrew Aubrey, Clerk. 

Endorsement: London' Coram Iusticiariis retornabile in xv sancti Michaelis. 
London'.” 

[2] , “Robert deUfford comes Sufft”. 

http://aalt.law.uh.edu/E3/CP40no360/aCP40no360mmltoEnd/IMG_9271.htm 



